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Connections

My dear parishioners,

You may have noticed that there has been a recent addition 
to the collection of sacred art in the nave of the church. 
Located on the west (confessional-side) wall, we now have a 
beautiful image of the Divine Mercy. On the Second Sunday 
of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday, we blessed this unique image 

of Christ Jesus, which testifies to the Lord’s fathomless love for us. In celebration 
of Divine Mercy Sunday, we had Eucharistic Exposition and Adoration, prayed the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and the rosary, sang hymns of praise to God, and had 
the opportunity to go to confession and receive the sacrament of reconciliation. 
It was a powerful afternoon of prayer, grace, and hope. If you did not have the 
chance to join us this year, I hope you will be able to do so next year. In the 
meantime, I want to share a little information about the Divine Mercy image.  

In the image, the Risen Lord has red and white rays streaming from His heart. 
These rays symbolize the blood and the water that poured-forth from His side, 
when His heart was pierced by the soldier’s lance as He hung on the cross for us. 
They reveal a fountain of healing graces for any sinner who turns to Him with 
trust. At the foot of the image, there is an inscription that reads: “Jesus, I trust in 
You!” As I shared at some of the weekend Masses, this little phrase is my favorite 
part of the image. It is a prayer that I offer, over and over again, every day. There 
is so much that God does, in and through us, when we unseal our hearts through 
an act of trust in Him. Likewise, there is so much more to discover and embrace 
in life, when we welcome the lavish mercies that God intensely longs for us 
to receive. The image of the Divine Mercy is yet one more way that our Savior 
speaks this love to us. 

Let me conclude with an excerpt from an outstanding homily given by St. John 
Paul II, as he reflected on this majestic image: 

Each person is precious in God’s eyes; Christ gave his life for each one; to 
everyone the Father gives his Spirit and offers intimacy. This consoling 
message is addressed above all to those who, afflicted by a particularly 
harsh trial, or crushed by the weight of the sins they committed, have lost all 
confidence in life and are tempted to give in to despair. To them the gentle 
face of Christ is offered; those rays from his heart touch them and shine 
upon them, warm them, show them the way and fill them with hope. How 
many souls have been consoled by the prayer “Jesus, I trust in you”,  which 
Providence has shared through Sr. Faustina! This simple act of abandonment 
to Jesus dispels the thickest clouds and lets a ray of light penetrate every life. 
Source: Pope St. John Paul II, Homily for the canonization of Sr. Faustina Kowalska, April, 30, 2000

Peace and prayers,
Father Dave

Jesus, I Trust in You!
Father David J. Young, Pastor

O ETERNAL LOVE
by Saint Faustina Kowalska

O Eternal Love, You command  
Your Sacred Image to be painted  

And reveal to us the inconceivable fount of 
mercy, You bless whoever approaches Your rays,  

And a soul all black will turn into snow.

O sweet Jesus, it is here  
You established the throne of Your mercy  

To bring joy and hope to sinful man. 
From Your open Heart, as from a pure fount,  
Flows comfort to a repentant heart and soul.

May praise and glory for this Image  
Never cease to stream from man’s soul. 

May praise of God’s mercy pour from every heart 
Now, and at every hour, and forever and ever.

Source: Diary: Divine Mercy in My Soul  
by Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska;  Diary 1
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Principal’s Update
What an awesome school year 2018-2019 has been! Father David Young has been a blessing 
and I am excited to continue to work under his leadership at this wonderful parish and school. 

Currently, we still have availability in some of our grade levels for new students. Please 
contact the school office at 614-866-6050 for more information regarding enrollment or to 
schedule a tour.  

This school year, we became providers of the Jon Peterson Special Needs (JPS) Scholarship. 
Funds from this scholarship have enabled us to increase our intervention staff to meet the 
unique needs of our students. Next year, two of our current employees will be joining our 
intervention team. One of our current third grade teachers, Mrs. Melanie Schiele, will be our 
kindergarten - fourth grades intervention specialist; Mrs. Laura Malpass will be coordinating 
intervention efforts as well as being an additional tutor for our JPS students. 

We are excited to announce that Miss Emily Thomas will be our new third grade teacher joining 
Mrs. Trisha Canfield next year. Miss Thomas came highly recommended by many of our staff 
members after her very successful student teaching experience in kindergarten with Mrs. Beth 
Marvin. A graduate of our diocesan Catholic schools, Immaculate Conception Grade School 
and Bishop Watterson High School, she recently graduated from The Ohio State University. 

Over the summer, we will be making some exciting physical improvements to our school. 
Through the generosity of our A Night in Green fundraiser, we will be completely renovating 
the gymnasium. After fresh paint and replacing the floor with new, synthetic flooring, we will 
be adding automatic bleachers which will provide more rows for assemblies and athletics, 
a new scoreboard, a new sound system, and two automatic basketball hoops. Additionally, 
the PAC room will be used to provide a much larger and much needed music room as well as 
a storage area for chairs/tables/equipment in order to prevent damage to the new gym floor.  
Next year, our current music room will used for tutoring spaces and meetings.  We want to 
thank the Home and School Association, the A Night in Green committee and attendees, the 
Athletic Association, and the St. Pius X school and parish community for working together 
to make these much-needed updates to our facilities.  

We are also thankful to be the recipients of a very generous grant from The Catholic Foundation 
in Columbus, Ohio. The grant will allow us to begin renovations in our aging bathrooms. In 
addition, the “Fund the Need” portion of A Night in Green raised over $10,000 for additional 
improvements to our restrooms with an anonymous donor matching up to $15,000. We are 
thankful for your continued support of St. Pius X School.  Have a blessed summer!

Darren Smith
Principal, St. Pius X Elementary School 
614-866-6050 
dasmith@cdeducation.org 
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On May 20, 2019, seventy-eight young people from St. Pius X Parish School of 
Religion (PSR) and from St. Pius X School made their confirmation.  They committed 
themselves to saying “yes”, I wish to be a member of the Catholic Church. 

Along the journey towards confirmation, parents and grandparents have asked 
me about how each candidate picked his or her confirmation saint name.  This 
is an area that has changed as time has gone by.   A couple of years ago, Bishop 
Frederick Campbell asked the confirmation candidates to start looking at names of 
those saints who could make a life’s journey with them.  A saint whom  they could 
pray to for guidance and for help and whose own life story could inspire them. 
The candidate can pick the name of a person who is in the process of becoming or 
has become a saint as signified by the designation Venerable, Blessed, or Saint.  The 
saint whom he or she chooses does not have to be the same gender. Most saints 
have become patrons of different themes such as the patron saint of scientists, 
the patron saint of people with asthma, the patron saint of television and, there is 
even a patron saint of laughter. 

How do you pick a name?  First, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) asks that you look at your own first and middle names.  Of course, these 
names have to represent a recognized saint in the church.  Second, the candidate 
can look for the name of a saint in the church who represents his or her own 
self, talents and thoughts.  Third, the candidate can consider the name of a 
relative whom he or she wants to model life by.  Again, all these would need to be 
recognized as a saint in the church.

This process has changed so much since I was confirmed a long time ago.   A nun 
picked the confirmation name Saint Theresa for all the girls in our class!   Now our 
candidates study different saints, pick one to write a paper about, receive parent 
approval and submit the paper to Father Dave.  

Now, it is each candidate’s own choice to pick a companion on his or her lifetime 
journey of faith in the Catholic Church. 

De Ann Bukowski 
Coordinator of Religious Education  

Finding Your Saint Companion 
for a Life’s Journey

ETERNAL REST 
GRANT UNTO THEM, 

O LORD

The following are the names of those 
parishioners or non-parishioners whom 
St. Pius X Church has received notice of 
his or her death or who have had either 
a funeral or memorial service held at  

St. Pius X Church.

 
October 2018-April 2019

Hal G. Rogers  
Daniel Nawrocki

John Leers
Mary Jane Kelly 

Christine Alldredge
Hildegard Moreno

Genevieve Wolf
Timothy Call 

Mary Jane Stalica
James Paul Steinke 
Russell Interrante

Augustine Ellis
Richard Hanson

Barbara Carlo Sowards 
Barbara Littleton 

Dorothy Orsag
Robert Bender 

Charles Moreno 
Louis Gawron, Jr. 
Charles Mayeres

Nadine McMenemy
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Stop the Summer Slide
It is hard to believe how fast the school year has flown by! While 
we are all looking forward to lazy summer days and lots of fun in 
the sun with our kids, it is important to remember to put down 
those iPads and enjoy some family time and hands-on learning 
experiences with your children.  Because, we live in a digitally-
driven and media-forced society, it is becoming harder and 
harder to monitor what our children are learning.  The result of 
cutting down on screen time and enjoying more quality time 
together as a family is priceless.

Continuing with reading and brushing up on those school skills 
is just as important.  Of course, we do not expect preschoolers to 
read but we do want to instill the love of books and learning by 
reading to them.  Numerous studies have shown that children who 
do not read during summer vacation lose one to three months of 
learning by the time fall rolls around. This decline in reading ability 
and other academic skills is known as “the summer slide.”

The secret to preventing the summer slide is to keep learning all 
summer long. There are many fun learning opportunities to take 
advantage of in our community!

• Columbus Metro Libraries and Pataskala Public Library offer 
Summer Reading Clubs with many incentives for children 
of all ages to read and to earn prizes while reaching their 
reading goals.

• Friendship Park in Gahanna and Pataskala Municipal Park 
both offer charming story book trails, where children can 
enjoy reading in and exploring nature.

• The Columbus Zoo, COSI and Franklin Park Conservatory offer 
many educational exhibits and classes for children of all ages.

• Blacklick Woods and all of our local Metro Parks have fabulous 
nature centers and offer a variety of programs for all ages and 
interests.

The Children’s Center would like to wish you all a wonderful and 
safe summer.  Happy reading and we look forward to seeing you 
in September!

Sharon Miller
Director
Natalie Bracone 
Office Assistant

St. Pius X Children’s Center 
Preschool & Pre-K  
614-577-0826

WHAT IS 
SUMMER SLIDE?

This term refers to the decline in 
reading ability and other academic 
skills during the summer break. 
Studies show that children lose 
from one to three months of 
learning by the time classes begin 
again in the fall.
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Military Outreach Program:  Spring Drive

Calling All Military & Veterans!

If you have a relative within in the military, child, spouse, 
grandchild, or other relative who is in the military 
(Active, Guard, Reserve), or if you have a veteran in your 
immediate family,  please contact Chris Vollmer at  (614) 
626-2476  or email lc_vollmer@hotmail.com.  Give Chris 
your contact information and information about your 
military family member, if you have not already done this.

Have Questions? 
Need Service Hours or a Service Project?

If you are a student, boy scout, or girl scout in need of 
some service hours or a service project, we may have some 
opportunities for you.   If you have any questions or if you 
would like any more information  regarding our program, 
please  call Krista Schumacher at  (614) 323-7048  or email 
delroshoe@yahoo.com. 

Left, Military Outreach Program volunteers;  Right, happy and grateful soldiers from USO Al Asad in Iraq display the benefits of our 2019 Spring Drive.

Thank you to everyone who helped support our parish’s recent effort in providing comfort items for our deployed military.  Through your 
generosity, along with the help of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, VFW Post 9473, Latchkey, the Parish School of Religion, the St. Pius X 
Daisy troop and several Girl Scout troops, we were able to send care packages and a large assortment of Girl Scout cookies to our soldiers 
and our adoptee, the USO Al Asad in Iraq.  This truly was a collaborative effort by so many and a great tribute to our men and women 
serving overseas.  Your generosity really brightens their days!  Thank you all for your ongoing support of St. Pius X’s Military Outreach 
Program.   Please keep our deployed military in your thoughts and prayers for a safe journey back to their homes and families. 

Below are some of the thank you letters that we have received over the past year:

Thank you very much for the recent care package.  It was great and all 
the marines appreciated it.  You also sent me one while I was in Iraq in 
16.  Thank you again and please keep supporting the troops.

Col. Rochford

Thank you for always thinking about us and sending us care 
packages!  We truly appreciate the love and support we receive from 
St. Pius Church!  Every time we receive a package, Jon and I sit down 
and read all the letters from the children.  I’ve kept every letter sent to 
us in a scrapbook or on display in my office as they continue to put 
smiles on our faces.  Knowing we have support and a little taste of 
home coming in care packages definitely makes wearing the uniform 
and being away from our family and friends a little easier.  Thank 
you!  We can’t thank you enough.

SPC & SSgt. Skogen

I just received the package the St. Pius X Military Outreach and St. 
Pius X Girl Scouts send and quickly shared it with my section here in 
Germany.  I along with everyone else here truly appreciate what your 
organization does for us!

CW2 Rochford

We received the rest of the boxes it looks like. Here are some photos that 
of the service members when they arrived. Thank you so much! These 
are incredible care packages.

USO Al Asad

Krista Schumacher 
Military Outreach Program
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Joseph’s Coat Needs Your Continued Support
Joseph’s Coat’s mission is to answer God’s call to love and to serve 
our neighbor by providing clothing, furniture and household goods 
to those in need. In 2018, Joseph’s Coat had 9,185 family visits 
with 1,465 new families. We provided 3,656 pieces of furniture to 
372 families. We gave out 116,977 articles of clothing and 7,965 
household goods items.

We could not have accomplished this without the generous people 
at St. Pius X, who volunteered their time and who gave us monetary 
and item donations. Thank you!

We are planning to move as our current space is too small and no 
longer has adequate parking. We are trying to purchase about two 
acres of land and will have more to share with you about that effort 
later this year. 

While waiting for God to finish taking us on this journey, please pray 
for Joseph’s Coat that we will find a new home in Reynoldsburg to 
continue helping all the many families who desperately need our 
support.

Also, please consider volunteering with us. We are a family of 
volunteers helping families and would love to have you join us. To 
learn more about volunteering and to come in for a tour, please call 
614-863-1371 and select volunteer from the phone menu or email 
mahamsher@gmail.com .

Thank you.

Patricia Lutz 
Joseph’s Coat

This summer, we will be taking kids ages 4 through completed 
grade 6 on awesome adventures alongside some amazing Bible 
heroes.  Epic music, spectacular science, crafty crafts, super snacks, 
and relatable Bible stories will help kids discover the qualities that 
make us truly heroic in God’s eyes.

This year, Vacation Bible School (VBS) will take place from Sunday, 
June 23 to Thursday, June 27.   It will be held each evening from 
6:00 PM to 8:30 PM.  Registration forms will be available in mid-May 
2019. Please look for our display in the rear of the church. As in past 
years, we will be asking for donations to keep our costs down.  This 
request will  be included on the display.

We are on the lookout for some more adult heroes this year to help 
with our program. While we are blessed to have amazing young 
leaders from grades 7 through 12 who work very hard to ensure the 
continued success of our top notch VBS program here at St. Pius X, 
adults are also needed to meet required ratios, help build sets, and 
meet other needs.  Please consider joining our crew.   If you would 
like more information about volunteering, please join us at our VBS 
Volunteer Kick-Off meeting on Sunday, June 2, 2019 at 1:30 PM in 
Hohman Hall.

Judie Bryant
Youth Minister 

Vacation Bible School 2019

Hero Central: Discover Your Strength in God!
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Your Personal Invitation:

A Call to Prayer
The St. Peregrine Rosary Group 
Please consider joining the St. Peregrine Rosary Group 
that meets every Monday at 6:30 PM in the church 
sanctuary to pray for healing and consolation for 
those in our St. Pius X family who are battling sickness, 
disease and illness, and for their family members who 
are suffering with them.  We pray the rosary and ask Our 
Blessed Mother and St. Peregrine, the patron saint for 
those battling cancer, to intercede and help all who have 
health issues including physical, mental and/or spiritual.  
We start promptly at 6:30 PM and are done no later than 
7:00 PM.   During the spring and summer months, we 
meet and pray outside in the church courtyard by the 
front doors, weather- permitting.   Join us and pray the 
rosary when your schedule allows.  If you are not familiar 
with the rosary, information sheets and rosary beads are 
provided.  If you have questions, contact Cyndi Williams 
at cyndiw2000@yahoo.com. 

The St. Faustina Divine Mercy Team 
Please join the St. Faustina Prayer Team that meets every 
Wednesday at 6:00 PM in the church sanctuary to pray for 
the purity of our parish, the Diocese of Columbus, and 
Holy Mother Church.  We pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
asking God our Father to be merciful on us the Church.   
We start the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 6:00 PM and are 
done by 6:30 PM.  Instruction sheets for the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet that explain everything are provided along with 
rosary beads.  Join us as your schedule permits and learn 
this beautiful prayer that has come straight from Our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ himself.  Jesus, I trust in you!   
St. Faustina, pray for us!   If you have questions, contact 
John Swisher at 614-477-7730 or swisher721@gmail.com. 

The Sunday Rosary Group 
Please join the Sunday Rosary Group that prays the 
rosary after the 10:15 AM Mass every Sunday in the 
church.  Weather-permitting, we pray outside in the 
front courtyard.  The group meets to pray the rosary for 
all the living and deceased of St. Pius X Parish.   If you 
attend the 10:15 AM Sunday Mass, please stay and pray 
with us.  If you attend the Sunday, 12:00 PM Mass, please 
come a bit early to join us and pray the rosary.   St. Pius 
X, pray for us!     If you have questions, email Bill Black 
at  wmblack7@hotmail.com. 

John Swisher 
President, Parish Advisory Council

“There is no problem, I tell you, 
no matter how difficult it is, 

that we cannot resolve by 
the prayer of the Holy Rosary.” 
Sister Lucia dos Santos of Fatima



EDITOR’S NOTE
So pleasant to see my blooming spring flowers and shrubs outside 
my window as I write this note. The lilac this spring is particularly 
beautiful.

In this issue, Father Young writes about the Divine Mercy which 
testifies to our Lord’s fathomless love for us.  

Darren Smith, St. Pius X school principal, shares news about staff 
changes and physical improvements at Saint Pius X School. 

Krista Schumacher has written an update on the very successful 
Military Outreach Spring Drive and Sharon Miller offers some 
very helpful tips on how to prevent the “summer slide” as our 
children look forward to the summer holiday.

Judie Bryant shares news about this year’s Vacation Bible School 
and De Ann Bukowski has written an informative article about 
choosing a saint name at confirmation.

A new feature in Connections in this issue and going forward will 
be a notice of those parishioners or non-parishioners whom St. 
Pius X Church has received notice of his or her death or who have 
had either a funeral or memorial service held at St. Pius X Church.  
It seems to be a fitting tribute to those who have been part of our 
parish and our lives. 

I continue an open call for articles for Connections.

Articles can be submitted to Michelle Carey at the parish office or 
to me directly at carol.a.mcglone@gmail.com.   We are open and 
interested in your feedback. What do you like? What can we do 
better?  What kind of articles are you interested in?

All God’s blessings, 

Carol McGlone

Non-Profit
Organization
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